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STATEMENT BY DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY MATT CHANDLER ON DHS’ 
EFFORTS TO ENHANCE DRIVER’S LICENSE SECURITY 

 
“As expected, a large majority of states and territories—46 of 56—have informed DHS 
that they will not be able to meet the Dec. 31 REAL ID material compliance deadline. As 
the National Governors Association has said, the states have made tremendous progress 
in driver’s license security but simply cannot fulfill the requirements of REAL ID. That’s 
why Secretary Napolitano has supported the efforts of Governors and Congress to enact 
PASS ID, which puts states on the path to implementing national standards for 
identification documents and will enhance security across the country. 
 
In order to ensure that the millions of Americans traveling this holiday season are not 
disrupted, DHS is extending the Dec. 31 REAL ID material compliance deadline. The 
May 10, 2011, deadline for full compliance remains in effect, and the Department will 
continue to work closely with states to meet this deadline. However, Congress must act to 
address systemic problems with the REAL ID Act to advance our security interests over 
the long-term. DHS is committed to moving forward to implement this key 9/11 
Commission recommendation—just last week, the Department announced the availability 
of $48 million to states for the Drivers License Security Grant Program, to help prevent 
terrorism, reduce fraud, and improve the reliability and accuracy of personal 
identification documents.”   
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